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USDA TO HOST FARM FORUMS

WASHI NGTON, March 9, 1998--Agriculture Secretary Dan dickman and
Deputy Secretary Richard Rominger will host a series of foruns in early
April to tal k about production agriculture.

“Two years after enactnent of the FarmBill -- and the historic
changes it brought to production agriculture -- | want to talk to farmers
and ranchers about how they’'re doing. It's time to take care of the
unfini shed business of the FarmBill and see what el se we at USDA can do to

strengthen the farmsafety net while noving toward a nore narket-oriented
farmpolicy,” dickman said.

“The FarmBill is finally getting government out of the day-to-day
busi ness of dictating what and how nmuch farmers should plant. This past
year, with exports and farmprices fairly strong, the new system worked
quite well, but 1998 is shaping up to be a different story,” dickman said.
“Farmers have been hit hard by EI N no, and strong world crop production and
an economc crisis in Asia have brought prices down.”

dickman and Rom nger encourage farners and ranchers to attend these
farm f oruns.

Gickman will host foruns in Kentucky, New Mexico, South Dakota, and
lowa. Rominger will host forums in Maine; Florida, California; and then
join the Secretary in |owa.

Addi tional details and dates will be available in the com ng weeks.
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